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	Claim
	Includes a clear, on topic claim.
	Has a claim, but it is unclear or confusing.
	Does not include a claim.

	Support
(Reason statements)
	Support is logical, backs up claim, and uses appropriate domain specific vocabulary.
	Includes some support, but there is either not enough support or support is off topic.
	Does not include support.

	Evidence
(Facts, events, quotations, statistics)
	Ample evidence that is on topic and reinforces support.
	Includes some evidence, but there is either not enough evidence or evidence does not reinforce support.
	Does not include evidence.

	Inferences &

Transitions
	Inferences & transitions are appropriate for the context and are used in the right places to create flow of ideas.
	Some transitions are used; however, flow from idea to idea is not achieved.
	Does not include transitions between ideas.

	Counterclaim with Rebuttal
	Includes a statement recognizing opposition. It is resolved for the reader with a rebuttal.
	A counterclaim is acknowledged, but not resolved.
	Does not include a counterclaim.

	Concluding Statement
	Includes a concluding statement that is thoughtful and clear.
	Concluding statement does not tie up loose ends or is too simplistic.
	Does not include a concluding statement or statement is unclear.
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	Complete Sentences
	All sentences are complete.
	Fewer than four incomplete sentences.
	Four or more sentences are incomplete.

	Mechanics

· Capitalization

· Punctuation

· Grammar

· Spelling
	Writing has been proofread, and there are few or no mechanical errors.
	More than four mechanical errors, but errors do not interfere with meaning.
	Many mechanical errors that make the text difficult to read.
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