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Essay Writing Self-Evaluation
Directions: Please fill out this evaluation.  You will not be graded, so please be honest! The purpose of this evaluation is to help Ms. Norr decide what to focus on in the next 2 weeks. 

1. What do you think is the most important part of an essay? Why? 
































 
2. What makes essay writing easier for you? 




































3. What makes essay writing harder for you? 




































4. Draw a check mark in the box for the response that best applies to you.
	Essay Writing
	When I am asked to . . .
	Confident
	Capable
	Not

Confident

	
	write an outline, I am
	
	
	

	
	write an introduction, I am
	
	
	

	
	use transitions between sentences & paragraphs, I am
	
	
	

	
	write a conclusion, I am
	
	
	


	Argument Writing
	When I am asked to . . .
	Confident
	Capable
	Not

Confident

	
	write a claim, I am
	
	
	

	
	support a claim with reasons, I am
	
	
	

	
	support my reasons with evidence from an article, I am
	
	
	

	
	explain the inference that connects my evidence to my reason, I am
	
	
	

	
	write a counterclaim, I am 
	
	
	

	
	write a rebuttal, I am
	
	
	


	 Expository Writing
	When I am asked to . . .
	Confident
	Capable
	Not

Confident

	
	write a purpose statement, I am
	
	
	

	
	write an organization statement, I am
	
	
	

	
	write a subtopic statement, I am
	
	
	

	
	explain my subtopics with evidence from an article, I am
	
	
	

	
	explain the inference that connects my evidence to my subtopic, I am
	
	
	


Student Example Essay 

Thomas Edison once said that inventing was “1 percent inspiration and 99 percent perspiration.” Inventing is hard work and takes a lot of preparation. Some people, from Sir Isaac Newton and Percy Spencer, seemed lucky to be inspired by mistakes: apples dropped on their heads or chocolate melted in their pockets. Mistakes seem to have led to discoveries. However, to say that mistakes like these are key in making discoveries would not be true. Real discoveries come from careful experiments and study, and those take time and work. 

The text “In Praise of Careful Science” says “Most of the time, scientists work for decades and make very few mistakes.” While doing an experiment, in order to make it accurate, multiple trials should be performed to gather the correct data. Each trial isn’t a mistake. It’s simply a further study of the experiment. Many scientists have to research for months or even years on end to conduct accurate experiments. Discoveries aren’t always made in a day. John Denker, a famous scientist, once compared slow discovery to popular music. He said, “I am reminded of the rock star who said it took him 15 years to become an overnight sensation.” This rock star worked hard for a long time before he became famous. That’s the same as with discoveries in science. A lot of work makes the discovery important, not the mistake that may have led to it. 

One example of a discovery that was only important because of hard work was the discovery of radium. It took Pierre and Marie Curie almost five years to study the chemical before they received their Nobel peace prize for Science in 1903. It was not a simple mistake that made the discovery mean something, but the study they did afterwards. In this case, research was key to making the discovery important. 

Not all cases are as clear, though. In the 1940s, Percy Spencer, an electrical engineer in his twenties, was about to discover the beginnings one of today’s most useful kitchen appliances—the microwave. His company’s newest project was the Magnetron, a machine that uses electric and magnetic currents. One day, while testing the Magnetron, Spencer had a chocolate bar in his pocket. He stood too close to the Magnetron, and the chocolate melted. He was the first person to put together the idea of using electric and magnetic currents to cook food. However, it took twenty more years before his company made a functional microwave oven. While Percy’s mistake of having a chocolate bar in his pocket eventually led to the invention of the microwave, 20 years researching and perfecting the invention are truly to thank. 

At the end of the day, to say “Without mistakes, no discoveries can be made” does not do humankind justice. Every invention or discovery ever made comes with years of work. While the ideas behind some inventions sometimes come from a mistake, the mistake is only a measly part of the process. In the words of Carl Sagan, a space scientist, “Science is a self-correcting process,” and the mistake is not as important as the corrections.
