Expository Writing
Sorting Chart


	These are the 6 different modes of expository writing:

	DESCRIPTION / CLASSIFICATION
Signal Words
· several point
· for instance
· to illustrate this
· most important




[bookmark: _GoBack]Examples: 				                      				                      						                      			
	COMPARE / CONTRAST
Signal Words
· difference between
· similarities
· unlike
· however





Examples: 				                      	

			                      						                      			

	SEQUENCE
Signal Words
· first, second
· next, last
· finally
· before, after




Examples: 				                      	

			                      				                      			
	CAUSE / EFFECT
Signal Words
· cause, effect
· therefore
· in order to
· as a result




Examples: 				                      	

			                      								                      	

	PROBLEM / SOLUTION
Signal Words
· the problem is
· an alternative
· solved by
· resolved by




Examples: 						

	                      					 

                     						

	QUESTION / ANSWER
   Signal Words
· who, what, when, where, why, how
· the best estimate
· it could be that



 
?           


Examples: 						                      
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Signal Words
First, Second, Third, Next, Last, Then,
Before, Afterwards, During, Now

inally,
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Signal Words
Cause, Effect, Because of, Therefore, In orderto, This
led to, As a result, led to, Reasons for, Consequently,

Problem and Solution

Signal Words
The problemis, The difficulty was that, An
alternative might be, One solution is, This is

Dates If...then, So that, Since solved by, A possible answer, It was resolved by
Comparison and Contrast Question and Answer Description
Signal Words Signal Words Signal Words

Differences between, Different from, Unlike,
However, On the otherhand, But, Yet, Unless, Not
only...butalso, Either... or, Alike, As well as, Same,
Similarly

Who, What, When, Where, Why, How, How many,
The best estimate, It could be that, One may
conclude

Several points, Also, For instance, Most
important, For example, Forinstance, In fact, An
example of this, To illustrate, To give you an idea
of,

simile (X
because.

iie Y because...), Metaphor (Xis Y





